
Azerbaijan - Culture Smart!: The Essential 
Guide to Customs & Culture

 Novel
 Nikki Kazimova

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/EaXe/OPMw/BJRRX/Azerbaijan-Culture-Smart-The-Essential-Guide-to-Customs-and-Culture
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/EaXe/OPMw/BJRRX/Azerbaijan-Culture-Smart-The-Essential-Guide-to-Customs-and-Culture
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/EaXe/OPMw/BJRRX/Azerbaijan-Culture-Smart-The-Essential-Guide-to-Customs-and-Culture
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/EaXe/OPMw/BJRRX/Azerbaijan-Culture-Smart-The-Essential-Guide-to-Customs-and-Culture
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/EaXe/OPMw/BJRRX/Azerbaijan-Culture-Smart-The-Essential-Guide-to-Customs-and-Culture


For Westerners, the modern state of Azerbaijan may be hard to pinpoint. This small, oil-rich
country in the southern Caucasus, on the southwestern shore of the Caspian Sea, only made its
way on to the contemporary world map after the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991. As the
world shrinks and competition for precious resources intensifies, the direction this strategically
and economically important country takes will affect us all. The historically tolerant and pluralist
Azeri people have an ancient history and a rich culture. Azerbaijan lay on the route of the Great
Silk Road, the trade network that connected China with Europe, and its people have lived
through centuries of conquests by different imperial powers. It was also situated in the heart of
the Great Game, the struggle for control of Central Asia played out between Russia and the
West at the turn on the nineteenth century, which seems to be going through a modern remake.
Azerbaijan has been called “the quintessential borderland, many times over: between Europe
and Asia, Islam and Christianity, Russia and the Middle East, Turks and Iranians, Shi'a and
Sunni Islam.” Azerbaijan was briefly independent after the First World War, when it was the first
Muslim state to adopt progressive Western values. A democratic republic with full women's
suffrage, it boasted the first women's high school, the first opera, and the first female opera
composer, as well as the first ballet in the Muslim world. There followed seventy years of Soviet
rule. After a bitter war in 1991&#8211;94, areas of Azerbaijan were occupied by neighboring
Armenia, and the country has absorbed a huge number of refugees. At the same time, it is
experiencing a new oil boom and the economy is growing. Among the people, there is a growing
sense of national identity. Culture Smart! Azerbaijan looks at the many facets of this identity and
explains the complex workings of Azerbaijani society. It will equip you with vital information and
advice about the customs, practices, and sensibilities of a society poised on the brink of change.

Culture Smart! has come to the rescue of hapless travellers, Sunday Times Travel - ...the perfect
introduction to the weird, wonderful and downright odd quirks and customs of various countries,
Global Travel - ...full of fascinating, as well as common sense, tips to help you avoid
embarrassing faux pas, Observer - ...as useful as they are entertaining, Easy Jet Magazine
- ...offer glimpses into the psyche of a faraway world, New York Times. --This text refers to an
alternate kindle_edition edition.About the AuthorNikki Kazimova is a Baku-born cross-cultural
trainer and freelance writer. Over the last ten years, she has been dividing her time between
Azerbaijan and the United States, where she studied and worked in journalism and for media
development organizations, including CNN International and the International Center for
Journalists in Washington, DC. Nikki has worked for ExxonMobil in Azerbaijan, was a regional
correspondent for Bloomberg News and the International Journalists Network, and was
consultant to a number of non-profit organizations in Baku and Washington. She also managed



the communication campaign of the Council of Europe’s “All Different All Equal” program in
Strasbourg, France. She was an adjunct lecturer at Khazar University in Baku, and conducted
training courses for young journalists in partnership with international organizations. Nikki is an
honors graduate from the Azerbaijan University of Culture and Arts, and has an MA in journalism
from the University of Missouri-Columbia. She has also attended cross-cultural training, peace-
building, and counseling courses at the American University in Washington, DC, the Catholic
University of America, Argosy University, and the Interchange Institute. --This text refers to an
alternate kindle_edition edition.
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AzerbaijanintroductionAzerbaijan, which has recently joined the global family as an independent
state, is not an easy place to understand. It is a former Soviet republic with a complex identity
that includes a linguistic kinship with Turkey, religious similarity with Shi’a Iran, and Russian
cultural influences.Strategically located between Russia, Iran, and Turkey, the country is rich in
oil reserves, which means that it is inevitably involved in the new Great Game of our times. While
trying to balance its relations with Russia, which still views the Caucasus as its own backyard,
Azerbaijan has signed the “Contract of the Century” with major international oil companies to
develop its Caspian Sea hydrocarbon reserves, and built pipelines to deliver oil and gas directly
to European markets.As oil rigs drill and the pumping gear pumps the “black gold” of Azerbaijan,
the proliferation of black Land Cruiser Prados on the streets of Baku is testament to its
transforming power; it took the country out of extreme poverty in the early 1990s and into the
ranks of those countries applying to host the summer Olympics in 2016.But, despite
Azerbaijan’s declared desire to belong to Europe and the wider Western world, make no mistake
about its origins. If you are struck by the European architecture and women’s liberal dress styles
in the streets of Baku, remember that you are still in Asia. Geographically, Baku is closer to
Kabul, Tehran, and Istanbul than to Moscow, from where it was managed on and off for nearly
two centuries before independence in 1991.The Azerbaijani people, divided by an arbitrary



border drawn after the Russo-Persian wars in the early nineteenth century, number tens of
millions, only a fraction of whom live in the Republic of Azerbaijan. The largest number live in
northwestern Iran, and many are scattered around the globe.Today the Azerbaijanis are
pondering their complex heritage and trying to define their destiny. This book will acquaint you
with the basics of their history and social norms. Reading about their notions of friendship, ways
of raising children, and which topics of conversation to cover and which to avoid, you will find the
process of navigating the unfamiliar cultural undertows much less daunting. With time, you’ll be
able to engage in conversations, form partnerships, and enjoy friendships that are likely to last a
lifetime.The genuine warmth and readiness to help that typify the Azerbaijani people will
captivate you, and their poetic ways will beguile you. You may not always get a direct answer to
your questions, and will often have to decipher the hidden meanings of verbal statements, but if
you don’t allow these subtleties to discourage you, you will find a people who are loyal, sensitive,
and resourceful. Hospitality is one of the cornerstones of their society, and the phrase you are
likely to hear most often in Azerbaijan is “Khosh gelmisiniz!”—“Welcome!”Key FactsOfficial
NameRepublic of Azerbaijan (Azerbaijan Respublikasi)On October 18, 1991, Azerbaijan
declared its independence from the Soviet Union, confirmed by a referendum in December
1991.Capital CityBakiThe international name is Baku.Major CitiesShirvan, Ganja, Khankendi,
Lenkeran, Mingechevir, Naftalan, Sumgayit, Sheki, Shusha, YevlakhKhankendi and Shusha are
currently in the occupied zone.Area33,436 sq. miles (86,600 sq. km)BordersLand borders with
Russia, Iran, Turkey, Georgia, and Armenia. Shares Caspian Sea borders with Kazakhstan,
Turkmenistan, Iran, and RussiaClimateSemidesert around Baku; subtropical in the south; forest,
alpine, and subalpine in the northwest; semi-desert and mountainous tundra in NakhchivanA
total of 9 climatic zonesCurrency1 Azeri manat (AZN) = 100 gepikIn 2010, 1 manat was US
$1.25, GBP 0.79, EUR 0.90.Population9 million (February 2010)LanguageAzerbaijani. Russian
still spoken in some circlesAlphabet changed 4 times throughout 20th centuryReligion93%
Muslim. Majority are Shi’aOther religions include Catholicism, Protestantism, Russian
Orthodoxy, Buddhism, Bahaí, and Judaism.GovernmentRepublic with universal suffrage.
President is the head of state, elected every 5 years. No limit on the number of consecutive
presidential termsThe single-chamber parliament, the Milli Majlis, has 125 deputies, elected
every 5 years. President appoints the prime minister, with the consent of the Milli
MajlisMediaAZTV channel is government-owned. ITV is public television funded by the state.
Main private TV stations are Lider, ANS, ATV, Khazar, and Space.Major print publications in the
Azerbaijani language are 525 gazet, Azadliq, Yeni Musavat, Russian-language Echo, Zerkalo,
Nedelya.Electricity220 volts, 50 Hz2-prong plugsVideo/TVPAL/SECAMDVD players will not play
NTSC discs.Internet Domain.azTelephoneCountry code is 994. Baku code is 12To call out, dial
00 and country code.Time ZoneGMT + 4Daylight saving start/end dates are in late March and
late October.chapter oneLAND & PEOPLEGEOGRAPHYAzerbaijan is the biggest of the three
countries in the southern Caucasus, located on the southwestern shore of the Caspian Sea. As
a rather small state that only made its way on to the contemporary world map in 1991, it may be



hard to pinpoint. Some maps of Europe include Muslim Azerbaijan; others leave it out. It has
been classified as being in “Europe,” in “Asia,” or in “the Middle East.”The country borders Russia
and Georgia in the north, Armenia and Turkey in the west, and Iran in the south. The map of
Azerbaijan resembles an eagle, with its beak pointing to the capital, Baku, on the Caspian
peninsula.The country’s highest peak is Bazarduzu Dagi, 14,652 feet (4,466 m) tall in the Lesser
Caucasus Mountains and its lowest point is the Caspian Sea, which lies 92 feet (28 m) below
sea level.The oil-rich Caspian Sea is bordered by five states—Russia, Iran, Turkmenistan,
Kazakhstan, and Azerbaijan—that have not yet arrived at a joint conclusion about its status. So
far, Azerbaijan, Russia, and Kazakhstan have reached an agreement on the status of the
Caspian, which has been rejected by Iran and Turkmenistan.Although Azerbaijan is landlocked,
Baku has an international port from which passenger ferries sail off across the Caspian to
Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan, and which also handles significant cargo traffic in petroleum
products. Built in 1902, it is the largest Caspian port. Azerbaijan’s two main rivers, the Kura and
the Araz, flow into the Caspian.The land near Baku is saturated with oil and gas, and a popular
version of the origin of Azerbaijan’s name is “The Land of Fire,” from the Persian word azer,
which means “fire.”The country’s total area of 33,400 sq. miles (86,600 sq. km) includes the
autonomous republic of Nakhchivan—the only part of Azerbaijan that shares a short, 5.6 mile (9
km) border with Turkey—which is separated from the rest of Azerbaijan by a narrow strip of
Armenia. It also includes a region called Daglig (Mountainous) Garabag in Azeri, or Nagorno
Karabakh in Russian, which has been occupied by Armenian forces since the early 1990s,
together with the surrounding villages.CLIMATEFrom the dry sands of Baku to the lush hills of
the Caucasus Mountains, Azerbaijan has a variety of climate types and Azerbaijanis like to
boast that their small land has nine of the climate zones described in the Köppen-Geiger
classification system.In Baku, summers are long and hot, with average temperatures around
86°F (30°C). Winters are cold and windy, with temperatures rarely falling much below 32°F (0°C)
but they feel much colder because of the strong winds. Autumns are mild, and springs are short.
On average, the city gets one or two snowfalls in the winter, which cause havoc on its roads and
streets, but the snow piles usually melt in just a few days.Baku, which has an average of more
than 300 sunny days a year, is also called the City of Winds, and lives up to this name most days
of the year. The sunny and dry parts of Azerbaijan were used throughout the Soviet years for
growing cotton, and they also lend themselves well to the cultivation of grapes, tomatoes,
cucumbers, potatoes, and other vegetables.The densely forested areas in the north, south, and
west of the country have climates conducive to growing a variety of fruits and nuts, as well as
tobacco, silk, and subtropical citrus fruits. The western areas currently under Armenian
occupation are hilly, green, and rich in mineral resources, including copper and gold.The oil-
producing land around Baku is arid and most trees in the Windy City were planted manually
within the past 200 years. In his 1902 account of Baku, the British traveler Arnold Henry Savage
Landor wrote, “The most depressing sight in Baku is the vegetation. The terrific heat of Baku, the
hot winds and sand-storms are deadly enemies to vegetation. Nothing will grow. One does not



see a blade of grass nor a shrub anywhere except those few that are artificially brought up. The
sand is most trying. It is so fine that the wind forces it through anything, and one’s tables, one’s
chairs, one’s bed are yellow-coated with it.…”Water shortage is a perennial problem. In 1900 the
New York Times reprinted this excerpt from the engineering monthly Cassier’s Magazine about
Baku: “The water used by this city of over 75,000 inhabitants is now either distilled from the sea
water, brought in tank cars from the distant rivers, or borne in casks on the backs of horses or
camels from very carefully preserved wells in the vicinity and fed by not too frequent rains.”THE
AZERBAIJANI PEOPLEAzerbaijan’s population, as of early 2010, was 9 million. The birth of the
9 millionth citizen was widely publicized in the local media and he received an equivalent of US
$25,000 in local currency and an apartment in Baku from the president.The population is young
—every third Azerbaijani citizen is a person between fourteen and twenty-nine years of age
(more than 60 percent of the total population is younger than twenty-nine). Life expectancy is
sixty-three years for men, and seventy-one for women.The boy-to-girl birth ratio is slowly tipping
in the direction of more boys and fewer girls born every year, a trend, experts say, that is
influenced by late-term abortions performed after ultrasound results reveal the fetus to be
female.There are also an estimated 20 million Azeris living in neighboring Iran, although their
exact number is disputed between Azeri activists, who inflate it to 25 to 30 million, and Iranian
official sources, which say that, according to the latest census, there are no more than 10 million
living in the four traditionally Azerbaijani provinces—Eastern and Western Azerbaijan, Ardabil,
and Zanjan.Ethnic MinoritiesAccording to the official statistics, about 90 percent of Azerbaijani
citizens identify themselves as ethnic Azerbaijanis. The remaining 10 percent include Lezghins,
Talysh, Russians, Armenians, Avars, Metskhetian Turks, Tatars, Kurds, Tats, and many others.
Various sources mention up to eighty minorities scattered around small villages throughout
Azerbaijan. They include hundreds of thousands of Lezghins, 76,000 Talysh in the north and
south, and about 4,000 Udins, descendants of the ancient Caucasian Albanians.Azerbaijanis
are proud of the fact that their country has historically been free of anti-Semitism. There are two
distinct Jewish communities in Azerbaijan, called the “European” and the “Mountain” Jews.A
BRIEF HISTORYThe historian Tadeusz Swietochowski calls Azerbaijan “the quintessential
borderland, many times over: between Europe and Asia, Islam and Christianity, Russia and the
Middle East, Turks and Iranians, Shi’a and Sunni Islam.”Azerbaijanis trace their ethnic roots to
the Oghuz Turkic tribes, who swept across the Central Asian steppes in the eleventh century.
However, unlike the neighboring Turks, who are Sunni Muslims, the Azeris are Shia, having been
converted in the sixteenth century by the Safavid dynasty.The country’s most recent history (the
past two hundred years) is connected with Russia, which annexed the territory of present-day
Azerbaijan from Persia in the early nineteenth century, dividing the Azerbaijani people who lived
on both sides of the new border along the Araz River. Most of them remained south of the Araz,
in modern-day Iran, where Azerbaijanis are the biggest ethnic minority, concentrated primarily in
the north of the country, with a regional center in the city of Tabriz.The Encyclopædia Britannica
describes the area of Iranian Azerbaijan as a “geographic region that comprises the extreme



northwestern portion of Iran … bounded on the east by the Iranian region of Gilan and the
Caspian Sea; on the south by the Iranian regions of Zanjan and Kordestan; and on the west by
Iraq and Turkey … about 40,000 square miles [100,000 sq. km] in area.”The territory of
Azerbaijan lay on the route of the Great Silk Road, an ancient network of trade paths that
connected China with Europe, and its people have lived through centuries of conquests by
different imperial powers. It is also situated in the heart of the Great Game, the struggle for
control of Central Asia played out between Russia and the West at the turn on the nineteenth
century, which seems to be going through a modern remake. Azerbaijan, like the rest of the
Caucasus countries, has to balance its relations with the greater powers vying for economic and
political control of its territory.Antiquity and Medieval HistoryThe lands south of the Araz (in the
parts of Iran where ethnic Azeris live today) were part of the ancient state of Mannea and then of
the Medes (or Madai) from the tenth through the fifth centuries BCE.
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coffee break, “A must have book if looking into Azerbaijan !!. This book is very well laid out,
extremely informative and a must have for anyone interested in just learning, visiting, or moving
to Azerbaijan. I like how the author surrounds and highlights interesting facts through out the
book. As someone who is going over to live in Baku for a few years, this book has been very
helpful and explains in detail information on festivals and traditions, values and attitudes, and a
great section called "time out". It is a wealth of information rolled into the perfect size pocket
book that can go anywhere with you.Right now I feel this book is a 4.5 out of 5 stars. I would of
given this book a 5 star if it included a section with everyday and local words and phrases with
their meanings. This would be extremely helpful, and would be the perfect addition to this
wonderful book.The author deserves a round of applause for such a detailed, interesting read !
Highly recommend this book, as someone who is moving there soon, it has been a great tool to
read.”

grandma, “I wish there was an option for more stars. This is a great book. It's easy to read and
full of information. Our son and daughter-in-law just moved to Baku and found this book to be
VERY helpful to them. They happened, by chance, to be on the same plane as the author as
they made their first trip to Azerbaijan. They all visited across the aisle and found the author to
be even more helpful then her book (which is a wonderful introduction to Azeri culture, history,
etc.)  Highly recommend.”

Virginia G. Reyerse, “A new country for me!. This is a very concise book for the visitor to this
country. I intend to visit here to see my sister who is starting a new job. The book gives me a
very good idea of the history of this area over time. And what a history it has been!I can sense
the culture from the descriptions of the country-side and the many previous rulers this area has
endured. Now, as an oil-rich country the people are experiencing much improved living
conditions and education. My sister is involved in the education aspect of the capital of Baku. I
have watched the various You Tube videos for the tourist, but this book certainly has futher
defined the culture.  A very intriguing country to visit!”

Hali Coppin, “Read before joining Peace Corps Azerbaijan. This was a great first look into
Azerbaijan. I really wanted to read something interesting about the life and culture of Azerbaijan
and this was a great pick! Helped my transition into Peace Corps Azerbaijan and also got my
family and friends interested in the country and culture before I left when I would share some
facts and stories from the book!”

Anthony N Carrillo, “Very in depth. A good read for those that are traveling to Azerbaijan or just a
history or culture buff. I'm enjoying it.”



W.K. Gauger, “Five Stars. Great to provide background. Easy and informative read on plane. Well
organized for re-read of desired sections.”

Faith Morningstar, “Great introduction to Azerbaijan, a country like no other!. Far more than
providing museum hours, this book gives the visitor to Azerbaijan a very readable account of the
culture there.  I highly recommend it to all visitors.”

Kjell Odd Foss, “Basic knowledge. This book helped me understand that I must consider the
culture difference between my own country and Azerbaijan before I go there on business”

G.I.Forbes, “middle east. This is va useful little book to take on your visit to Azerbaijan.It has
chapters on landd and peopl,values and attitudes,festivals and functions,making friends,private
and family life,time out,travel plus health and safety,business highlights and comunicating.Good
text and illustrations. ll has all  you need to know in your back pocket.”

Unified, “Good concise guide. Purchased prior to a tourist trip to Azerbaijan. We felt it gave a
very good overview of the history and culture of the country in a concise and easy to read
format. Coupled with the Lonely planet chapter from the combined caucus guide we were well
prepared for a week long trip.”

johnniespeedo, “Very informative guide.. Read this book from cover to cover immediately I
received it as I found it so interesting and informative about a country few western tourists visit -
in fact I brought it with me and am writing this in Baku.”

Mary Smith, “Great guidebook. Great info for our trip... highly recommended”

alex123, “very detailed and a great joy to read. Very thorough , very detailed and a great joy to
read.”

The book by Nikki Kazimova has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 35 people have provided feedback.
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